Class and IgG subclass distribution of antibodies against peripheral nerve myelin in sera from patients with inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy.
An enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was used to quantify antibodies against peripheral nerve myelin (PNM) in sera from 90 patients with Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) and from 70 patients with chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy (CIDP). Fifty-nine percent of the patients with GBS and 51% of the patients with CIDP had increased levels of anti-PNM antibodies. Antibodies were also found in 0%-14% of sera from patients with other neurological diseases and in 8% of normal blood donors. Mean levels of IgG, IgM and IgA anti-PNM antibodies were increased in sera from patients with GBS, and mean IgG and IgA anti-PNM antibody levels were increased in sera from patients with CIDP when compared with sera from normal blood donors. The mean IgG anti-PNM antibody response observed in patients with GBS or CIDP was dominated by the IgG1 and IgG3 subclasses.